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[Contributions in the form of notes or discussions should be sent to John A. 
Scott, Northwestern University, Evanston, Ill.] 

CLASSICAL STANDARDS IN CONTEMPORARY SCHOOLS 

In the Classical Journal of October, 1918, E. T. M. devotes the greater part 
of his review of Professor Browne's lectures to strictures on the teacher of 
classics in the secondary school. With his desire for well-trained pupils I am 
in full concordance, but I think he has not given due consideration to some 
facts which are of prime importance in the discussion of the topic he has raised. 

To E.T. M.'s statement of the amount of Latin read by the pupil in the 

secondary school of a generation ago no one can take exception, for each one 
of us did that work to secure admission to college. And we all know that his 
second point, that many teachers, particularly of the public schools, are desirous 
of a still further diminution of the required Latin, is true. But to his asser- 
tion that "He [i.e., the pupil of a generation ago] had no more time to accom- 

plish this than at present," I wish to take exception. 
When my classmates and I were preparing for college at Phillips Academy, 

the required recitations per week were sixteen one-hour periods; a few had 
one or two more hours in order to add one of the minor requirements for college 
admission. Today at Phillips a lad must carry twenty one-hour periods per 
week. Of these, Latin still has twenty-five per cent. In 1896 we were able 
to secure admission on one year of French or of German, a four-hour course; 
today, thanks to the colleges' demand for better students and increased prep- 
aration, a lad must study two years of French or of German in order to meet 
the minimum requirement, and either nine or ten hours are the fixed standard. 
Our history, then Greek and Roman, was given in one two-hour course, Greek 

history being studied until February, Roman to the end of the year; and we 
found no great difficulty in meeting the college test and in knowing something 
about those two countries; today the college requires that the course in history 
shall consist of five recitation periods and insists on such a preparation that 

only a lad of considerable maturity can successfully meet the test. In 1896 
geometry was covered easily by the work in the old Wentworth, in which we 
did the majority of the original propositions; today the emphasis is laid 

increasingly on the solution of originals, and the actual increment of time 

required to gain such proficiency is scarcely measured by the additional hour 
of recitation granted each week. It is practically within the generation that 

English was added to the curriculum of the secondary school. In my time 
three hours per week were given to this subject; today a lad has four hours in 
two of his four years in English, but the attention to detail and the accuracy 
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ON B.G. i. 40. 5 
Of the twenty-five instances of cum with the indicative in the Gallic War, 

eighteen are of the "whenever" type, four of these with the present tense, 
eight with the perfect, and six with the pluperfect. There are, besides, three 
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and knowledge required are vastly increased; yet the contempt and disgust of 
the college professor over the ignorance of English in each incoming Freshman 
class are vocalized with increasing vehemence. If a lad, as is now permitted 
by our generous colleges, substitutes chemistry or physics for his senior Latin, 
his laboratory course, a necessary concomitant of three hours of text, uses up 
four more recitation periods, the nine hours counting as five on his schedule, 
because for his laboratory course no outside preparation is required. The 
algebra today, so my colleagues who teach the subject tell me, is increased by a 

large amount and by the degree of proficiency demanded. 
These facts leave untouched the padding of "practical" courses required 

in most public schools. They show that today in the judgment of the colleges 
there are no minor subjects in the preparation for college admission; each 
stands on an equality with every other and each college department insists 
most jealously that its subject be given as much time in the secondary school 
as any other. 

There is one result to this situation. The secondary school has perforce 
increased the required hours of instruction, thereby lessening the hours of 
preparation open to the pupil unless he devote to study hours needed for sleep 
and recreation. A second result is the growing dependence of the pupil on 
instruction instead of self-development; to me this is prostituting education. 
One gets the best pate de foie gras by spiking a goose's feet to the floor and 
ramming food down its throat; but we ought not to aim at a similar process 
and result in training our pupils. 

The lessening of the hours that may be devoted to preparation and the 
necessity of being equally proficient in each subject cause the student to divide 
up his time evenly among his subjects; in consequence Latin cannot receive 
much more than an hour and a half of preparation per recitation; yet I dare 
the assertion that in our generation many a lad spent three, four, or even five 
hours of preparation on many a Latin lesson. Today that is impossible. 

Is the lad of the present day of inferior mental ability ? Is he less indus- 
trious? To each question I answer most emphatically, "No." But he is 
dazed by the pressure. The college, in its effort to improve, broaden, and 
deepen the work of the preparatory schools and thereby to get students better 
qualified to run with success the college course, has forgotten that there are 
limits to a growing lad's mental powers; and in insisting on a maturity of 
judgment and on a maximum of attainment in too wide a field has doomed its 
own purposes to defeat. 

HORACE MARTIN POYNTER 
PHILLIPS ACADEMY 

ANDOVER, MASS. 
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